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Q1		
–  How	many	colonies	did	you	manage	this	season?	
–  312/266	overwinter	

–  How	many	colonies	died?	
–  77/72	overwinter	

–  50	Queen	failures		(limited	data:		2018:6,	2017:3,	2016:	2)	
Q2	

–  How	many	colonies	lost	due	to	wasps?	
–  36	(47%)	

Loss	Analysis:	
–  25%/27%	overall	loss	over	colonies	managed	
–  Losses	ranged	from	0	to	100%	

•  11	lost	100%	(four	lost	1,	seven	lost	2	hive	apiaries) 		
•  35	of	47	had	losses,	74%!		
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Loss	Analysis:	
–  	22%/20%	Loss	by	Treatment	beekeepers	

–  	41%/34%	Loss	by	Treatment	Free	beekeepers	
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Q3	

–  31		(10%)	primary	swarms	

–  13	(42%	of	primary/4%	of	total)	secondary	caste	swarms	

–  When	breeding	queen,	#	of	queen	cells:	
–  1:	4	25%	
–  2:	2	13%	
–  3:	1	6%	
–  4:	4	25%	
–  5	or	more:	5	31%	
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Q4		Treatment	free	techniques	
–  1	Brood	break:	9	
– Drone	removal:	2	
–  Sugar	dusting:	6	

– No	one	did	2	brood	breaks	
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COMMENTS	ON	RBA	

–  “Really	enjoy	RBA,	many	thanks”	
–  “RBA	is	great,	happy	to	be	a	member”	
–  “Good	club”	
–  “Interested	in	survey	results”	
–  “Thanks”	
–  “On	line	member	registration”	(Six	or	13%	from	outside	of	GVRD	but					

	responded	to	survey)	
–  “Go	back	to	the	old	format	where	the	early	session	of	the	meeting	is	

	beekeeping	info	for	newbies”	
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COMMENTS	ON	SURVEY	
–  	 “Good	idea,	keep	doing	surveys”	
–  		“Interested	in	survey	results”	

Edits:		
–  	 “don’t	need	abscond	option”	
–  	 “add	other	as	option”	
–  	 “didn’t	understand	swarm	questions”	
–  	 “section	on	overwintering/honey	yield/production”	
–  		“wasn’t	sure	if	overwintering	losses	should	be	excluded”	
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OTHER	COMMENTS	
– “Failed	colonies	were	due	to	late	starts”	
– “Called	Paul	Van	Westendorp.		Had	AFB,	he	saved	
hive”	

– “Wasp	traps	worked	well.	Bag	with	yellow	plastic	
entrance”	



KEY	TAKE	AWAYS 		

! Newer	beekeepers	could	benefit	from	
mentorship	

! Swarm	management	could	be	improved	
! Raising	queen	management	could	be	
improved	

! Mgmt	strategies	for	mite	control	throughout	
season	

! Stronger	colonies/better	monitoring	to	avoid	
colony	losses	from	wasps	
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! Treatment	free	beekeeping	(TFB)	requires	
more	than	1-2	hives	

! TFB	requires	multiple	hives	to	be	sustainable	

! TFB	requires	fortitude	to	get	stronger	bee	
genetics	

! Does	Delta	have	more	mites/wasps	that	other	
areas?	
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For	future	surveys:	
•  Would	you	be	willing	to	complete	a	more	thorough	
paper	survey?	

•  Do	you	have	some	basic	excel	skills,	have	an	
analytical	mindset,	willing	to	assist	in	future	surveys,	
and	most	importantly	–	love	beekeeping?		

–  If	so,	contact	me	@:		alanlwong@telus.net	



GROUP	DISCUSSION	TOPICS 		

① Swarm	mgmt	
② Wasp	loss	mitigation	

③ Mite	mgmt	

④ Treatment	free	strategies	

⑤ Raising	queens	
⑥ Set	up	a	realistic	mentorship	program 		

⑦ Set	up	online	membership	registration	



GROUP	DISCUSSION	FEEDBACK 		

8:50	pm	
– Volunteer	to	give	a	1	min	report	on	each	group	
discussion	


