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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

w Mite away Quick Strips 31.91%

Formic Acid on pads/shop towels etc 12.77%

Oxalic acid drip 10.64%

Oxalic acid vaporizer 42.55%

Thymol 213%

Used drone frames/removal 213%

Sugar dusting 17.02%

Used screened bottom board 46.81%

You do periodic mite counts (alcohol or sugar wash counts) 25.53%

Other, comment on effectiveness of treatment - mite count % if you did a count (please specify) Responses 23.40%

Total Respondents: 47
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If you had dead outs, what do you suspect was the primary reason(s)?
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
w Mites 19.57%

Wasps 32.61%

American Foul Brood 0.00%

European Foul Brood 0.00%

Small Hive Beetle 0.00%

Nosema 4.35%
Absconded 10.87%
Unsure (Other) 30.43%

Not applicable, no losses 30.43%
Total Respondents: 46




Q7
During wasp season, check all that apply.
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ANSWER CHOICES w RESPONSES

Used entrance reducer - large opening 21.28%

Used entrance reducer - small opening 78.72%

Reduced to only one hive entrance 29.79%

Deployed wasp traps 72.34%

Colony was less than 5 frames of bees 8.51%

wasps were entering/exiting with ease before deterrents were deployed 6.38%

Bees absconded 6.38%

Bees absconded leaving the queen behind 6.38%

Other (please specify) Responses 23.40%
Total Respondents: 47




Qs
What region are most of your colonies located?
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ANSWER CHOICES w RESPONSES
w Burnaby 12.77%

Delta 19.15%

Fraser Valley 213%

New Westminster 213%

North Shore 10.64%

Richmond 12.77%

Vancouver 25.53%

Vancouver Island 213%

Other BC communities 6.38%

Alberta 0.00%

Other 6.38%
TOTAL




Q9

How many years have you been a beekeeper?
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w First Year
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RESPONSES
4.35%

w Two to three years

28.26%

w Four to Six years

43.48%

w Seven to nine years

8.70%

w Tenor more years

TOTAL

15.22%
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2018 RBA SURVEY

Region Colonies Losses %

Vancouver /74 18 24%
Van. Island 50 1 2%
Burnaby 24 7 29%
Richmond 65 14 22%
Delta 30 21 70%
New Westminster 2 2 100%
North Shore 25 7 28%
Other 40 5 13%
Fraser Valley 2 2 100%

Total 312 77 25%







2018 RBA SURVEY

COMMENTS ON SURVEY

— “Good idea, keep doing surveys”
— “Interested in survey results”

— “don’t need abscond option”

— “add other as option”

— “didn’t understand swarm questions”

— “section on overwintering/honey yield/production”

— “wasn’t sure if overwintering losses should be excluded”



2018 RBA SURVEY

OTHER COMMENTS
— “Failed colonies were due to late starts”

— “Called Paul Van Westendorp. Had AFB, he saved
hive”

— “Wasp traps worked well. Bag with yellow plastic
entrance”



KEY TAKE AWAYS

v’ Newer beekeepers could benefit from
mentorship

v’ Swarm management could be improved

v’ Raising queen management could be
improved

v’ Mgmt strategies for mite control throughout
season

v’ Stronger colonies/better monitoring to avoid
colony losses from wasps



KEY TAKE AWAYS

v Treatment free beekeeping (TFB) requires
more than 1-2 hives

v'TFB requires multiple hives to be sustainable

v TFB requires fortitude to get stronger bee
genetics

v Does Delta have more mites/wasps that other
areas?



2018 RBA SURVEY

For future surveys:

* Would you be willing to complete a more thorough
paper survey?

* Do you have some basic excel skills, have an

analytical mindset, willing to assist in future surveys,
and most importantly — love beekeeping?

— If so, contact me @: alanlwong@telus.net



GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS

(1 Swarm mgmt

(2 Wasp loss mitigation

3 Mite mgmt

@ Treatment free strategies

(B Raising queens

(® Set up a realistic mentorship program
(@ Set up online membership registration






